7’&1 April 2025 ~ Neohumanist Education for Life ~

The River School End of Term Highlights

Principal Reflections — Autumn

Welcome to the Autumn (April) edition of The River School newsletter. What a fabulous, action packed Term 1! In ten weeks we have managed to fit in
the Yr.6 leadership camp, three excursions, introduced a new Physical Education program, held teacher/parent interviews, ran a café night incorporating
the P&F AGM and experienced a school closure as a result of heavy rainfall from Cyclone Alfred as it crossed land.

"A true community flourishes when love, wisdom, and service intertwine—where every heart beats not just for itself, but for the collective growth of all." - Neohumanism

Compassion Sessions
This term, each class has begun deepening their understanding of what it means to use kind words and actions.

Knowing that we can only control three things — our thoughts, our words, and our actions it’s important to have
regular discussions at school and home about what this means in terms of our behaviour choices and the effects that
our words and actions have on ourselves, others, and the environment. We are utilising a variety of resources including books from our library

collection and online resources such as Bullying No Way.

Supporting our Children & Educators

Our wonderful P&F have provided funding for teachers to undertake four sessions with Donna Joosten, Senior Occupational Therapist, over Terms 1 and 2. These
sessions will provide valuable resources and opportunity for discussion, assisting teachers to navigate class cohort adjustments; ensuring every child feels safe,
happy and free to learn within their classroom environment.

ANZAC DAY - Friday April 25th
This year, ANZAC Day falls on Friday of the first week back in Term 2. The River School, along with other local schools, have once again been invited by the RSL to

join in the main March and Service at the RSL where we lay gifts at the Cenotaph. River School students and families are welcome to join the Maleny community
to march down Maple Street and stay for the main service. Please meet at Cooke Park on ANZAC day at 10.30am for the 10.45am March Please wear River School shirts, neat attire and shoes to march
with our River School Banner. School hats will be brought by staff from school.

Farewell to Marcus

In the last week of term, we learnt that our Year 1 teacher, Marcus, has made the difficult decision to resign his position as Lillypilly class teacher. Although we're deeply saddened by this decision, we
support him fully and wish him and his family all the very best. We have embraced Marcus as a part of our Lillypilly and River School family, and we thank him for the love and heart that he's shared with
our community.

Moving into Term 2, our Yr.1 students will become a ‘Lillypilly within Puggles” or a ‘Lillypilly within Kingfishers’. A big thank you to our parents who have supported us in making this a smooth transition
for our little people.
Wishing everyone a safe, restful and sunny break ©

In kindness with sprinklings of joy,
/41/11/1 :bOHOgAO@

Principal



2025 School Calendar
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Term 2
Monday 21** April PUBLIC HOLIDAY Easter Monday
. Tuesday 22"¢ April First day of term

e U)OU[d [[ke “'O welcome a[[ O{ “'he Friday 257 April PUBLIC HOLIDAY ANZAC Day
Monday 5t May PUBLIC HOLIDAY Labour Day
Tuesday 27th May — Monday 3¢ June Reconciliation Week

N I Al ’ Friday 30 May MALENY SHOW HOLIDAY
new {amllleg Who haVeJOlned fhe leer gOhOO[ Thursday 5" June World Environment Day
Thursday 17'" June Readers Cup ~ Red Cedar students
. . Friday 20" June Café Night
Friday 27t June Last day of term
Communlfy durlng Term [' Monday 23 June Announced Lock Down Drill

7t =13t July NAIDOC WEEK
Term 3 Unannounced Fire Drill term 3

Our youngest clags of Puggles (Prep) are all new to the echool , with some familiar with the echool ag
their older giblinge have come before them, some have been involved from their time in River Kindy and

Monday 14t July

PUPIL FREE DAY

Tuesday 15™ July

First day of term

Tuesday 15t — Friday 25 July

Taiwanese Visiting Teachers

Friday 25 July

Prep vision screening

Wednesday 30" - Friday 1% August

Regent Camp: Mapleton QCCC

Friday 15™ August

Café Night

Monday 18" — Friday 224 August BOOK WEE.K — Parade Friday 22n¢
some are brand new to the community. They have all settled into life ag a Puggle beautifully. T — < R

Monday 15t - 5th September

Parent Teacher Interviews held this week

Wednesday 10t - Friday 12th September

House of Happiness Bribie Island Camp

We have had familieg join ug in Kingfishers (2), Wattleg (4, Regente (5) and Red Cedars (6). Thege

Thursday 11*" September Are You Okay? Day

. X N X . X Friday 12th September Last day of term
new students have all connected and created new friendships with eage and with a emile, that ie Sunday 21 September LT —
e Monday 6 October PUBLIC HOLIDAY Kings Birthday
magn [ﬂcen+ '['O QQQ Tuesday 7™ October First day of term
Saturday 25™ October SPRING FAIR
Monday 27" October PUPIL FREE DAY
Monday 10" — Sunday 16" November National Recycling Week

Thursday 11*" December Red Cedar Clap out & Graduation dinner

Friday 12t December Last day of term & Clean UP Day

We have loved getting to know each and every student and their

6 week Summer Holidays

extended families.
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THE RIVERSCHOOL

(School Tour & Information Sessions)
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Energy Levy Opportunity

TUCKSHOP "

Would you like to join the team and help to
prep delicious food for our school
@ community? Yolande would love extra hands

on Tuesdays and Thursdays! > > S
If you are wanting to know more please get “ SCHOOL TOURT1:00 AM
in contact with the admin. \ S P RING FAIR
\ SAT 25 OCT

@ ( mecister: ) (mmn@mnscmcom@

( 251 Bridge Creek Rd, Maleny QLD www.riverschool.com.au
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In music this term, we have been investigating
the cultural gignificance of dance, and the
mugical componente of what makes a gong
fun for ug to dance to.
We've enjoyed learning traditional seated dances such ag
Tabanaba and Sing Song Saya, 1o a variety of wegtern dance
stylee. We performed thegse ag whole clagges and in gmall
groups.
We're looking forward to continuing to practice gome of our

danceg for an awesome performance at the Winter Soletice
Café Night in Term 2.
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Much love, Katchia
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During Week 10, all students in JaPanese started
working on the Koi Fish for Children’s D89 festival on

the 5 May. Children's Day, known as Kodomo no Hi
(FEHDH)isa clag to respec‘c children's Personalities

and celebrate their haPPiness.
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Upcoming activities and opportunities:

* We are planning some wonderful café nights throughout the year, with
local musicians performing, bringing our community together.

e Funds from café night tferm 1 have allowed us to book in some
professional development sessions for teachers, focusing on inclusivity and
tailoring our classroom environments for the benefit of all students.

* We are also hoping to provide some funding for new, exciting book
collections in the library.

* We have finalised the installation of the new oven in the tuckshop, thanks
to last years’ P and F, and this means more delicious food for Café nights
and tuck shop days throughout the year.

» Spring Fair planning is underway and we are planning some new ideas
and new stalls, making the most of the musical and craft skills of our
community.

We will be running a fundraising raffle and always love to have volunteers
to help run this community focused activity.

Please email us if you can help from May-August for an hour a week. This
can be added to your energy hours contribution.

pandf@riverschool.com.au

30 YEARS OF
EDUCATION

AND GROWTH
1995 - 2025

All school hats were sent home at the end of term, to be washed prior to Term 2.

If your child does not know where their hat is, you will need to purchase a new hat.
These can be bought at the office for $30.

No Hat means NO play during break times as we are a sun safe school.


mailto:pandf@riverschool.com.au
mailto:pandf@riverschool.com.au

This  term in Pug g/e class, the beautitul Ty
Pu [/ g/e children have been ex/w/orin [/ who fhey
are and. how fhey are the same and different

to each other. We have discussed how we :

look and. the children created some amazin g
se/f—lworfmifs. We talked about our favourite foods and noted our friends’ Iwreferred foods
too! We have been evaluatin g which activities we like o ImarﬁC/Pafe in and. what we have

learned. in these P/”ﬂ nvesti 9 ations.
chh a bwsy fwm ferm/ :Dau /V\o//g and. Tash




ond of term Punt Otudents

decided to host their own talent



Wow! I
The end of term ” g

: e
is here already. = ¢

What a fabulous time we
have had in the
Kingfisher room. Here's a
quick summary of our
busy days.

We have learned about space and the planets. We explored technology in the past and how it has
changed. We have built and designed in maths and Walker Learning (and of course; lego). We have
meditated and stretched our minds and bodies in Inner Me. We have challenged our bodies in PE and at the
creek, exploring nature (especially the changes to the creek given the recent weather). We have been on
excursions and have met some new friends at Bankfoot House and at Range Care. We have developed our
number sense and problem solving skills in maths. But most importantly, we have come together as a school
family in our team building and kindness challenges this term. We have built on our skills and learned the
importance of what it means to be a River School student. It's no wonder we are all so tired and ready for @
break. Happy holidays, Kingfisher families.

Enjoy time with your children and we look forward to next term. Enjoy the photos.







Wattles

Itis as’counding ’/IOW WU./LC’/‘[ progr €SS On SO maiy [CVC[S we ”1&\)6 a[ready seen t’(IlS year. The chi[dren ’/1&1\16 ’oeen

a de[igh‘c to teach and to see them so engaged with their Inquiry Unit on Fascinating Fungi has been
wondeUCul. Our excursion to Mary Cairncross Reserve provided a p[e’chora of fbmgi for the children to discover and attempt to idenﬁfy. We enj oyed every

presentation at our Myeo[ogis’c Conference with such an array of diﬁeren’c speeia[ty areas that the children chose due to their own interest. The audience witnessed

presentations ﬁfom the aes’cheﬂcaﬂy p[eas'mg ﬁmgi such as Coral Fungi, Humongous Fungus, which is the [argest organism on earth Spanning over 9km square, to

those that would 'mﬁ[trate the insect k'mgdom like the Zombie Ant Fungi. Beaut'g‘h“y prepared artefacts supported the children’s speeches, and 1 thank all fami[ies
for the support you provided creating these.

Creative[y the children have written some abso[ute[y

beau’ciful poetry insp ired on nature and can see the
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extended vocabu[avy that ’chey are now using to visua“y aid

by

the reader. 1 could not be move proud of their efforts.

Mathematically we have developed strong foundations in

the four operations and are ready to progress to new areas

next term.

Thank you all for the support you have provided myself
and your children this term. 1 wish you a wonderfully

relaxed holiday break spending time with those you most

[OVG .




The Regents: Year 5 Term 1

We blinked and Term 1 was gone! The Regents kicked
off the year making new friends and building lifelong
connections. This term, we developed essential life
skills in Mathematics and STEAM lessons, mastering
the four operations and problem-solving skills by
applying them to real-world scenarios. In English, we
developed our persuasive writing skills and explored
different cultures and countries with our class novel.
We gained a deeper appreciation for how lucky we are
to live in Australia and learn at our beautiful school.

One of our biggest
highlights was stepping
into leadership roles as

we can’t wait to
continue! With Term 2
on the horizon, we’re
excited for more
learning, growth, and
new adventures.



Red Cedars Term 1 News!

Red Cedars have had an incredible Term 1, starting with our exciting and team building
leadership camp at Emu Gully. Too many fun things to list, but perhaps our highlight was getting
into the mud form head to toe and loving it. We also built on our leadership skills and engaged
in some serious challenges that assisted us in overcoming some of our fears too.

On our return to school, we started our service project of designing
and creating our River School tiled wall project, where we did the
maths as a team, discussed and planned our design, incorporating
many of the features and popular colours, which we believe reflect
the River School community. We then had the wonderful job of
creating the tiles with Kirsten in the art shed, where they will be fired
in River School kiln. We cannot wait to see the result, of all our files
on the wall outside our classroom, where all the River School
community can see if.

We also were very fortunate to have had Linda, a
university student from Switzerland, for most of the
term. She assisted us with leaning new maths
concepts of integers and Cartesian planes and did
an exciting drama and health unit too. Linda has
been wonderful in all she does and will miss her
dearly when she leaves at the end of week 2, next
term.

We completed our unit which was based off the

book The Boy Who Harnessed the Wind. William is an

inspirational 11-year-old, Malawian boy, that

through incredible adversity built a windmill, form

odds and ends he found in the junk yard. This
windmill allowed water to be pumped to feed crops and share electricity with those in his
community. We then wrote a powerful autobiography on Wiliam and the amazing things he did,
and he how impacted not onlv his own community but inspired others around the world.




SCHOO FOOD GUIDELINES

It is well known that food plays an important role in
health, including physical, emotional and mental
health. A condition of enrolment at The River
School is that our food policies are adhered to
within the school grounds and on any school
excursion or camp. We ask that parents respect the
following food policies for their child’s school
lunches, snacks and school events.

A i i A : N R
v 29 Ap ril ki members Sentient Vegetarian:
2 9 t 11 1 5 /o ; No meat, poultry, seafood or eggs. Additionally, we ask that you avoid onions, garlic
o am / - Welcomel and mushrooms as these foods do not align with our understanding of the positive
4 : ;
N , workings of the human nervous system.
W Nuts:

The inclusion of nuts in your child’s lunch may be potentially dangerous for a child
with a peanut allergy

O P E N M O R N I N G A I NO PEANUTS are to be brought on to the school grounds. Please check the
ingredients in processed foods, this can be inclusive of nut mixes, baked goods or

some crackers.
E! ’ ! All other nuts are fine to eat at school. Cashews, almonds, macadamias etc.
Some Lunch Suggestions:
Crackers & cheese, fresh cut fruit, dried fruit, cut fresh vegetables, dips & crackers,
nuts (not peanuts), salads, pasta, yoghurt, sandwiches, wraps, seaweed, corn or soya
chips.

Processed foods:
We ask parents to minimise foods that are high in sugar or contain preservatives,
additives and food colourings.
These foods can adversely affect a child’s ability to concentrate and learn.

Minimal food packaging:

For enquiries or to RSVP: . We encourage parents to use minimal packaging in their child’s lunchbox, where
' = v R 1 possible and we also encourage children to take all packaging home, to minimise
waste onsite.

family name, number
attending, current school
and contact number,

please email
info@malenyshs.eq.edu.au

Updated: May 2023




The winner will receive:

1st Prize S300
2ns Prize S200
3rd Prize 100

Witta Tennis

Kid’s Fun Day

Who: Kids - all ages and levels

When: Tuesday 8 April - 8.00am - 12.30pm

Enjoy: Tennis Fun and Games, Mini Round Robyn Tournament
Targets and the Pihata
Homemade Morning Tea, Fruit & Hot Dogs

What to Wear: Sunscreen, Hat and Trainers

What to Bring: Water

Cost: $25.00

Register: email: mareehooley@gmail.com or text 0437 295 501




\A(//SunshineCoastm Libraries

COUNCIL

08
B Buldars Booth

% Buiders Booth

r Overwordd Activity
" Station

7 Enster Eggaitement

% Esster Eggcitament

b Buildars Booth

% Buildars Sooth

Our local Libraries are always fun to visit but

especially over the School hOlidays. So many

exciting activities are planned to engage and
entertain.

For more details follow this link to their home page:

https://library.sunshinecoast.qld.gov.au/events/
calendar?libraryCategories=HOLID&month=APR
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