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October	2021	Principal	Reflec4ons	

Welcome to the Spring	Fair edi,on of The	River	School 
newsle1er. 

Term 4 has go1en off to a flying start with community events a 
focus this term. Tonight we have a number of teams par,cipa,ng 
in the Red Cedar Trivia Night. This is an annual event that raises 
money towards Yr. 6 Gradua,on costs. On Saturday 23rd Ocotober, 
we are looking forward to The	River	School	Spring	Fair. Our P&F 
commi1ee have been working hard this year to organise this 
spectacular event which will have a variety of stalls, food and 
ac,vi,es. 

“By	connec6ng	and	being	part	of	a	community	with	a	shared	vision	and	goals,	we	can	create	great	things.”					
David	Greer	

Learning	Adventures	on	a	World	Scale	

This term a number of our teachers have designed units of work that will engage our 
children’s interest and create opportuni,es for explora,on, inquiry and cri,cal thinking on 
a world level. Our Puggles (Prep) are going on an adventure exploring ‘Our	Amazing	World’	
-	 they will inves,gate a number of themes including:  Expansion of our hearts through 
understanding, awareness and connec,on with heart rela,onships with others, inter-
connectedness with place, animals and all beings and emo,onal intelligence; Lillypillies are 
making passports so that they can take a trip around the World through their unit Children	
Around	 The	 World, an inquiry into the interconnectedness of human communi,es. 
Piccabeens are delving into Celebra6ons	 Around	 the	World building a sense of wonder, 
curiosity and respect about places, people, cultures and systems throughout the world, 
past and present, and an interest in and enjoyment of the study of these phenomena. 
Regents are heading into space! They will be inves,ga,ng our earth’s physical cons,tu,on 
and its place in our solar system. Mother Earth will be the guiding reference point. 

World	Teacher	Day	

Our first day back this term fell on World	Teachers’	Day. It was wonderful being 
able to welcome back our teachers a^er the break with an acknowledgement 
of their dedica,on and hard work. Deputy Sue cooked a pot of delicious dhal 
and rice to share, while I made sure there were sweet treats on hand to help 
our amazing teachers celebrate in style. 

Peace	Space	
The River School now has its own symbol of peace 
with the crea,on of the	 Peace	Space. Thank you, MaJhew	Penniket (Prep Dad), for his 
superb cra^smanship crea,ng a beau,ful circular seat for siang in peace and 
contempla,on. The Peace pole was donated by Maleny Rotary. An official opening “siang’ 
will take place later in the term. 

Ann Donoghoe
(Principal) 
The	River	School	—	Connec6on	through	Community	
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Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday WEEKEND

Term 
4 
Week 
1

4 October 
PUBLIC HOLIDAY 
 - Queens B’Day

5 October 

World Teachers 

Day

6 October 7 October 8 October  

TRIVIA NIGHT
9 & 10

Week 
2

11 October 

School Photos

12 October  

School Photos

13 October 14 October 15 October 
Kids in Action -  
Red Cedars

16 & 17

Week 
3

18 October 19 October 20 October 21 October  
Swimming 2 - 6

22 October 
Red Cedars - SURFING

23 
SPRING 

FAIR 
10-2

Week 
4

25 October 26 October 27 October 28 October  
Swimming 2 - 6

29 October 
Red Cedars - SURFING

30 & 31

Week 
5

1 November 2 November 
SCHOOL OPEN Morning 

3 November 4 November  
Swimming 2 - 6

5 November 
Red Cedars - SURFING

6 & 7

Week 
6

8 November 
National Recycle 
Week

9 November 10 November 
Neohumanist Parent 
Forum 9:00 - 11:00

11 November 
Swimming 2 - 6

12 November  
Red Cedars - SURFING

13 & 14

Week 
7

15 November 16 November 17 November 18 November 
Swimming 2 - 6

19 November 20 & 21

Week 
8

22 November 
Prep 2022 Transitions  
9:00 - 10:00

23 November 
Prep 2022 Transitions 
9:00 -10:00

24 November 
Whole School Transition 
1:30 - 2:30

25 November 
Swimming 2 - 6 
High School Transition day

26 November 
Combined Country Fair 
@ Maleny Primary 3:30 
High School Transition 

day

27 & 28

Week 
9

29 November 30 November 1 December 
Whole School Transition 
1:30 - 2:30 

2 December 
Swimming Carnival 2 - 6

3 December 
PUPIL FREE DAY 

4 & 5

Week 
10

6 December 7 December 8 December 9 December 10 December 

CLEAN UP DAY 

~ No buses 

running

Holidays
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TONIGHT!!!
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Fair To Be Fair…. 
Hard to believe that we are already in the home stretch for 2021.  I hope those 
of you who managed to make it, enjoyed the Café night at the end of Term 3 as 
much as I did.  It really is amazing to see how many talented people there are 
involved at the school and to be able to share this around a fire with some good 
food is a real pleasure.  

Term 4 is shaping up to be a big term with several activities planned.  By the 
time you are reading this the Year 6 led trivia night will have been and gone. My 
memory goes back to the trivia night in 2019 when my wife went into labour 
with Gabriel!!! Needless to say I missed that night but will be there to enjoy this 
year. 

And this year we would like to invite you all to join in 2 Fairs that the River 
School will be part of.  To get things started, on the 23rd October we will be 
hosting our own Spring Fair at the school and then later in the term we will be 
part of a trial joint Fair with the Maleny State School and Conondale State 
School. 

For our Spring Fair this year, the P&F wants to build on our aim to create a sense 
of community within the school.  We are opting not to have a major attraction/
ride from an external provider but rather we will look to host workshops and 
games that will enable interaction with kids and adults throughout the day.  Of 
course good food, coffee, music and more open mic space will be part of the 
day as well.  Entry will be free however if you want unlimited access to the 
workshops and games etc there will be a small fee for each child as well as a 
family pass available. 

Something new for 2021 will be the combined Fair between the Maleny State 
School, Conondale State School and the River School taking place.  The P&F 
was approached earlier in the year by the Maleny State School to participate in 
a combined Fair as a way of strengthening the sense of community between 
local schools and families.  The River School will be setting up a “Chai Tent“ on 
the day, serving yummy food and drinks within a chilled space. For those of you 
that can make it, if you buy a ride ticket for your children you will get the option 
for the entry fee to be allocated to one of the three schools.  With any luck we 
get our fair share of allocations and this money will be used to make some 
upgrades around the school. For more information check out https://
www.malenypandc.com.au/maleny-country-fair 

And I think that about wraps it up for now.  I look forward to seeing you all at the 
Fair and throughout the term. 

Ross Doherty 
P&F President 

PS If you have some energy and time to help volunteer before or on the day of 
the Spring Fair we would love to hear from you.. 

https://www.malenypandc.com.au/maleny-country-fair%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
https://www.malenypandc.com.au/maleny-country-fair%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
https://www.malenypandc.com.au/maleny-country-fair%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
https://www.malenypandc.com.au/maleny-country-fair%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
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Spring Fair 
Class stalls and items needed 

RAFFLE PRIZES - Donations requested 
We have decided to throw together a last minute raffle just with prizes donated from the River School 
community. We have had a couple of impromptu donations made today and that has spurred us on to 
create the raffle. Do you have something you would be willing to donate as a raffle prize? Let me know. 

MASSAGE THERAPISTS 
One of the stalls at the Spring Fair is going to be a massage table for parents to get a 15 min massage. 
We already have one amazing mum on board but we wanted to put a call out for any other massage 
therapists in our community who might be willing to also offer massages on the day (10 am to 2pm, 15 
mins per massage, in 20 min slots). 
If anyone has a raffle prize to donate or are a Massage Therapist willing to volunteer their time, could you 
please contact me via email president.riverschool@gmail.com or phone 0474 042 704. 

Book Donations 
If you have some books laying around your place that are no longer being read and your ready to pass 
them on…please drop them into the office foyer. 

National Recycling Week is coming up in November. 
And Laura (Pep parent) is helping a friend collect 
bread tags as part of a related 
activity.  
If you would like to contribute, there 
will be a jar on the library sign-in 
table to collect them in.  
Thank you 

REMINDER: AFTERNOON PICK UP TIME 

To support our supervising duty staff and minimise 
the number of children in their care, we ask that 
parents who collect their child from school aim to 
have their child collected and offsite by 2:45pm. 

The children are available for pick up 
from 2:30pm - 2:45pm at the bottom deck.  

Thank you so much for your support. 
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 In Term 3, the Sketchi Architect Team ( Vince’s parents – Jochem and Debbie) came in to talk 
to the Regents about DESIGN. The Regents were inspired, deeply and truly along the journey 
of   design and drawing, with special focus on treehouse design. This was the culmination of 
many weeks of learning  geometrical terms and concepts, and measurement in mathematics. 
The Regents (Years 4/5) studied polygons, regular and irregular, measured perimeters and 
calculated areas and engaged in a great deal more to prepare for the visit. 
  
Following the visit from Sketchi, students created a detailed treehouse sketch, a booklet, a 
floor plan, a sustainability plan and a persuasive speech! 
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 WELCOME! 
We want to send a warm welcome 
to  Sophie Sena  as our new 
Tuckshop Co-ordinator and Tara 
Yewdall, as her number 1 offsider. 
Sophie is well known to The River 
School community, with her son 
attending The River School Kindy. 
Sophie also previously operated 
one of the very popular  food 
stalls  at Maleny Lane selling 
delicious french crepes & pastries, 
so comes wi th a wea l th o f 
knowledge. 
Tuckshop will move to Mondays 
and Wednesdays this term, with 
our first tuckshop day being 
Wednesday 6th October. I've 
attached the updated menu for 
Term 4. 
S o p h i e w o u l d l o v e s o m e 
enthusiastic volunteers to help out 
on a regular basis on a Monday 
and/or Wednesday so please get in 
touch with the office ASAP, if you'd 
like to register your interest. 

CALLING ALL GARDENING ENTHUSIASTS! 
Do you love getting your hands into the dirt and seeing your hard work produce tasty 
herbs & vegetables? This term, we are 
looking for a dedicated group of volunteers 
to grow and nurture the tuckshop garden, 
on a weekly basis. 
What an amazing way to work off your 
Energy Contribution, knowing your 
handiwork is contributing to growing some 
amazing produce for our tuckshop. 

If you think this sounds like the perfect job 
for you, please let the office know. 
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School Vision 
The River School is a world leader in Neohumanist Education contributing 

to a future of compassion, joy, justice and universalism. 

School Mission Statement 
  
Our Mission is to: 

Nurture each child’s highest physical, mental, emotional, social and spiritual 
potential. 

Encourage a deep Neohumanist understanding of the interconnectedness of 
all things, embracing humanity, animals, plants and the entire universe. 

Model love and cooperation throughout the school so that children develop 
a compassionate heart with a clear moral compass and the skills and 

confidence to put their love into action. 

Create a supportive learning community encouraging diversity, unity and 
service to all. 


