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2021	Principal	Reflec0ons	
Welcome to the Winter edi.on of The	River	School newsle2er.  
A recent highlight for our local community was the 2021 Maleny Show. Our 
famous food stall, The	River	Café, did a roaring trade thanks to the efforts of 
our wonderful parent volunteers. The cafe made a profit of $2,835.50. Of 
this; approximately $470 (300 Euro) was given towards much needed house 
renova.ons for abused children in Romania, $400 to the Show Society and 
$1,963.81 will be placed in our School fundraising reserve, for school 
resources.  
Thank you to Alieta and our students who did a magnificent job of 
showcasing the school and their individual crea.veness. So much River 
School heart went into helping make our local show an outstanding success. 

“Each	day	of	our	lives	we	make	deposits	in	the	memory	banks	of	our	children.”				Charles	R.	Swindoll	

MUSIC	-	Instrumental	Program	

We are pleased to announce the first phase of our 2021 instrumental 
program has been ac.oned. Liz Drui2, Instrumental Music Specialist 
(music teacher - Kilcoy SS, Woodford SS and Maleny HS), visited our 
school this week to introduce our Red Cedars to the flute, clarinet, 
saxophone, trombone and trumpet. Interested students in Yr. 6 can 
now choose which instrument they are keen to learn. They will be 
given a weekly lesson by Liz Drui2 with the goal of combining marimba 
(students who do not wish to learn an individual instrument), with an 
instrumental ensemble to be performance ready by Term 4. If 
successful, this program will be expanded to include Yr. 5 next year. In addi.on to this we are in 
the process of inves.ga.ng phase 2, to determine the best way to offer a specialised music 
immersion program to students in Yrs. 3, 4, 5 and 6. 

Rela0onships	and	Sexuality	Program	—	Progress	UPDATE	
During Term 2, we have been ac.vely seeking input from our parent community as to how best design and facilitate a 
River School program on Rela@onships	 and	 Sexuality	 Educa@on. Through a face-to-face forum and survey, we have 
consulted with parents, and given staff an opportunity to input. The next stage is to analyse the raw data and contact 
appropriate agencies to explore program content and delivery, suitable for our community. Body	 Safety	 Australia 
www.bodysafetyaustralia.com.au has offered us an opportunity to run a pilot program, which we may consider in Term 
3 for our Yr. 6 students. We will con.nue to keep parents informed of our inten.on and progress. 

Repor0ng	and	Assessment	
School Report Cards will be sent home at the end of this Term. Please inform the office if you would prefer the report is 
mailed to you, rather than given to your child. The report will provide informa.on about your child’s progress in line 
with the achievent standards of the Australian Curriculum. To provide greater clarity, the 5 point grading system of A to 
E has been amended this year to words which be2er reflect the meaning of where your child is at.  

Café	Night	—	Friday	18th	June	
Mark the date on your calendar, dress warmly and bring a rug, ready to enjoy Café Night organised by our P&F. The 
focus for this Café Night is family performance, flavoured with delicious curry and a fire to warm you inside and out. 
Join us for a wonderful evening of community connec.on and entertainment. 

Ann Donoghoe
(Principal) 
The	River	School	—	Connec@on	through	Community	
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Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday

Week 7 31 May 
Reconciliation Day

1 June 2 June 3 June 
Mabo Day

4 June

Week 8 7 June 8 June 
World Ocean’s Day

9 June 10 June 11 June 
Kingfisher & 
Piccabeen excursion

Week 9 14 June 15 June 
OPEN TOUR 
MORNING 
9:30-11:00

16 June 17 June 18 June  
CAFE NIGHT - 
Family performance 
night

Week 10 21 June 
International Day of  
Yoga

22 June 23 June 24 June 25 June

HOLIDAYS 28 June 29 June 30 June 1 July 2 July

HOLIDAYS 5 July 
NAIDOC Week

6 July 
NAIDOC Week

7 July 
NAIDOC Week

8 July 
NAIDOC Week

9 July 
NAIDOC Week

Term 3 
Week 1

12 July 
PUPIL FREE DAY

13 July 14 July 15 July 16 July

School Vision 
The River School is a world leader in Neohumanist Education contributing to a future of 

compassion, joy, justice and universalism.


Date Claimers
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DENTAL NEWS 

The dental van is currently at Maleny High School and will be moving 
to Maleny Primary School on 15/6/21.  
If you wish to take advantage of the School Dental Service, please 
phone 041973694 for an appointment. 

Forms can be collected 
at The River School 
office.  
Please complete and 
bring these forms with 
you to your appointment. 

Regards, 
Dental Van Staff 

The latest Book Club catalogue has just been released and orders close, via the online 
loop, on the 10th June.  
  

All orders are to be made online through the link www.scholastic.com.au/loop                  
(the school does not accept paper/cash orders) and you can access the catalogue here - 
https://www.scholastic.com.au/media/6078/bc421.pdf 
  

Any purchases through Book Club contribute points back to our school, which we use 

towards sourcing more wonderful books for our Library 😊

http://www.scholastic.com.au/loop
https://www.scholastic.com.au/media/6078/bc421.pdf
http://www.scholastic.com.au/loop
https://www.scholastic.com.au/media/6078/bc421.pdf
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Animals at school 

Our school has a few, staff owned, small dogs which 
have provided a great social and emotional support 
for students.  Furthermore, we have a lot of wildlife 
that inhabit our school grounds including brush 
turkeys and wallabies.   
We respectfully ask that no animals, particularly 
dogs, are brought onto the school grounds unless 
this has been pre-arranged with the classroom 
teacher for a “show and share” activity.  A form must 
be obtained from the office and completed before 
bringing domesticated animals onto school grounds.

Parent Cuppa Club 
Mondays 8:45 - 10:00 out front of the Tuckshop. 
A great time to connect with other parents and you can then move up the hill and 
participate in Morning Circle.
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FOOD POLICY 
It is well known that food plays an important role in health, 
including physical, emotional and mental health.  A condition of 
enrolment at The River School is that our food policies are 
adhered to within the school grounds and on any school excursion 
or camp. We ask that parents respect the following food policies 
for their child’s school lunches, snacks and school events. 

Sentient Vegetarian:  No meat, poultry, seafood or eggs.  

Additionally, we ask that you avoid onions, garlic and mushrooms 
as these foods do not align with our understanding of the positive 
workings of the human nervous system. 

Unhealthy foods: We ask parents to avoid ‘foods’ that are high in sugar or contain 

preservatives, additives and food colourings.  Junk food specifically has no place at the River 
School, and lollies and sweets will be removed from lunch-boxes.  Foods that have high sugar 
content or are full of preservatives can adversely affect a child’s ability to concentrate and learn, 
and to be in control of their actions and behaviour. 

Minimal food packaging:  
We encourage parents to use 
minimal packaging in their child’s 
lunchbox and we also encourage 
children to take all packaging 
home. 

Nuts: The inclusion of nuts in 

your child’s lunch, while a 
healthy option, may be potentially dangerous for a child with a 
peanut allergy. No peanuts are to 
be brought on to the school 
grounds. Please check the 
ingredients in processed foods. 
All other nuts are fine. 

Some Lunch Suggestions:  
crackers & cheese, fresh cut fruit, 
dried fruit, cut fresh vegetables, 
dips & crackers, nuts (not peanuts), 
salads, pasta, yoghurt, sandwiches, 
wraps, seaweed, corn or soya chips 
(please avoid flavoured, potato 
chips). 



                          The River School ~ Neohumanist Education for Life6

Hi River School families, 

Just a quick shout out from the P&F to let you know what we have been up to this year so far 
and a little bit of our plans for the rest of the year.    
When the active P&F group sat down at the start of the year we reflected on what we wanted 
out of 2021.  Some people joined the group out of curiosity to see what the P&F was all 
about, others were new to the school and took the chance to meet parents but generally we 
all agreed that our aim for the year was to create opportunities for the River School 
community to come together.  Oh yeah, and if we can raise some money along the way to 
help make our school the best it can possibly be, then that might be nice too !!!  

I think from the turn out from 
the first Café night (which 
now seems a life time away), 
we can all agree that the P&F 
are not the only ones that 
value a sense of community.  
After COVID cancelled all but 
one of our café nights last 
year it really was great to see 
the school decks full of 
families enjoying a meal and 
watching the kids all run 
around together on the 
school oval. And for the new 
P&F group it was our first 
chance to work as a team 
and pull off the opening Café 
night of the year. Café night 
2 is just around the corner.   
CAFÉ night 2 is shaping up 
to be one for the ages… with 
a winter Solstice themed 
Variety show made up of 
talented River School acts.  
Make sure to put the 18th 
June into your diary and if 
you want to perform  or help 
out cooking curry or serving, 
please get in contact with us. 

THE RIVER SCHOOL P&F COMMITTEE INVITES YOU TO

ENTERTAINMENT WITH FAMILY PERFORMANCES
DELICIOUS CURRY & DESSERTS ON OFFER
GLUTEN FREE & VEGAN OPTIONS AVAILABLE

FRIDAY 18TH JUNE, 2021
MEALS SERVED FROM 5PM-6PM 
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So what do we do with the money that we raise?   Well for 
example our first Café night raised apx.$750. These funds went 
towards setting up FlexiSchools, the new online ordering 
system that you use a couple of times a week to order your 
children’s tuckshop. A small but life changing upgrade for 
many of us !!!    
As a rare treat, this year we had money left over from previous 
years’ fundraising. These funds were distributed to the 
classes, and all the teachers and students gratefully planned 
and spent the allocated $1500. Here is a little snippet of some 
of the resources purchased.   

The Lillypillies have some new play equipment and art 
supplies. 

The Puggles have a new retaining wall, art supplies and 
garden materials. 

The Kingfishers will be exploring the natural world with some 
new science equipment. 

Some of the other equipment purchased include; Sport 
equipment, Rugs, White Boards and even a compost 
thermometer!!!  

And for the year ahead we are looking forward 
to sharing many wonderful experiences 
including; our regular Café nights, Monday 
morning Adult Cuppa Club and some new and 
exciting larger events such as; Tennis day, 
Spring Fair, Drive in Cinema and a few other 
surprises.   

The invitation is also open to all parents to 
throw any fundraising or upgrade ideas through 
your Class Reps.  Or even better, you are all 
welcome to the P&F meetings that are held a 
couple of times a Term.  A quick hour meeting 
followed by a cuppa, if you have time… 

Have a great end to term and I will hopefully 
see you all at the Café Night on the 18th June. 

Ross Doher)* P&F President
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Maleny Show 

This was the first year for the Maleny Show Children’s 
Ar t d isp lays new sect ion: Pr imary School 
Collaborative Art. 
In this new category, students were invited to create 
an art work together in a group. River School 
students received 1st, 2nd and 3rd for their entries, 
showing that team work makes the dream work. Well 
done to all involved in these group collaborations. 
The Regent students who took out first prize made a 
paper mache goanna. They generously gifted their 
(large) prize money of $100 to the art shed.  They 
decided that they wanted the money to go back into 
the arts, to purchase additional supplies for all 
students to create.  
We appreciate their generosity which shows their kind 

hearts and love of the arts ~ THANK YOU!
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This year the children’s display had the most entries of all categories at the show, with the River 
School heavily represented in all age groups and medias. What a great opportunity for the students 
and their families to see the items in a public exhibition within our community. Some of our 
students had the added bonus of winning prizes. The Lillypillies (yr 1) created a mini garden which 
ties into their class unit of Mini Beasts. They entered the “Under 7’s Pot Plant” section with all 
students receiving an encouragement award or prize.   

We, as a school, were so happy to have the opportunity to be part of the wider community again 
after the 2020 cancellations. 

Community events ~ creating commenting connection. We look forward to 2022 and continuing to 
build our relationships within our community and to showcase the creativity of our wonderful 

students.
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Parent Forum Term 3 
A Restorative Approach – at home and school. 

Our third forum for this year will focus on the principals, beliefs and values that underlie a 
restorative approach both in school and in homes. 

A restorative approach sees mistakes and conflict as an opportunity for learning.  Within that 
opportunity we have a chance to teach children conflict resolution skills while preserving our 
relationships and their sense of self.  A restorative approach focusses on assisting children to 
understand that their actions have an impact – a foundation of the developmental process of 
learning empathy.  Also that when we cause harm whether its intentional or accidental we are 
accountable to fix it up. 

In a restorative school and 
home the adults have clear 
expectations about how we 
all live and work together 
and the adults provide clear 
and differentiated support 
for children to reach the 
expectations.  We assist 
c h i l d r e n t o l e a r n t h e 
complexities of building, 
maintaining and repairing 
relationships through role 
modelling and scaffolding 
children’s interactions. 

If you would like to attend 
this session, this is the link 
for you to book your place.  
The Parent Forums are a free 
resource provided to parents 
by the school.  We will 
spend the last 30 minutes in 
an informal morning tea. 
https://events.humanitix.com/
p a r e n t - f o r u m - w h a t - i s -
restorative-approach 

I will look forward to sharing 
more with you. 

Sue Attrill 

https://events.humanitix.com/parent-forum-what-is-restorative-approach%22%20%5Co%20%22https://events.humanitix.com/parent-forum-what-is-restorative-approach
https://events.humanitix.com/parent-forum-what-is-restorative-approach%22%20%5Co%20%22https://events.humanitix.com/parent-forum-what-is-restorative-approach
https://events.humanitix.com/parent-forum-what-is-restorative-approach%22%20%5Co%20%22https://events.humanitix.com/parent-forum-what-is-restorative-approach
https://events.humanitix.com/parent-forum-what-is-restorative-approach%22%20%5Co%20%22https://events.humanitix.com/parent-forum-what-is-restorative-approach
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We would like to introduce you to our two new board members.  
Welcome Liam and Kimberly. 

New Board Members 2021 

Liam Mayo 
Liam Mayo is a CEO, writer and public speaker who 
s p e c i a l i s e s i n h e l p i n g p e o p l e n a v i g a t e 
transformational change. With a focus on engaging 
people through change, Liam specialises in working 
with marginalised communities and vulnerable 
people in complex environments to achieve 
sustainable, just and desired futures. Liam has 
extensive international experience working with 
governments, the private sector and non-
government agencies to incorporate community 
engagement and development practices in the 
design and delivery of policies, strategies and plans. Over the years, Liam has expanded his 
work to integrate strategic planning and foresight methodology in his work covering education, 
health, housing, employment, domestic violence, youth, refugees and disability services. With 
his writing published widely, he is also a Senior Fellow with the Centre for Postnormal Policy and 
Futures Studies and an Adjunct Industry Fellow for The School of Social Sciences at the 

University of the Sunshine Coast. 

Kimberly Camrass 
Kimberly Camrass is the Sustainability Manager at 
Griffith University and is also completing a PhD in 
regenerative sustainability and futures studies at the 
University of the Sunshine Coast. She holds a Master 
of Environment (Education for Sustainability) and has 
significant experience in the governance of 
organisations across the not-for-profit, private and 
government sectors. Previously a primary school 
teacher, Kimberly has a particular passion for 
inspiring learners of all ages to connect with and 

care for the natural world. She is also a yoga teacher and a strong believer in the many benefits 
of this practice for young people. 
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Lilly/illies ~ creating beautif9l 
spaces in their classroom
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School Mission Statement 
  
Our Mission is to: 

Nurture each child’s highest physical, mental, emotional, social and 
spiritual potential. 

Encourage a deep Neohumanist understanding of the 
interconnectedness of all things, embracing humanity, animals, plants 

and the entire universe. 

Model love and cooperation throughout the school so that children 
develop a compassionate heart with a clear moral compass and the 

skills and confidence to put their love into action. 

Create a supportive learning community encouraging diversity, unity 
and service to all. 


