APRIL 2021

Newsletter
2021 Principal Re ec ons
Welcome to the April, holiday edi on of The River School newsle er. The last month has been a hive of ac vity
with excursions, bake sales, the introduc on of the Flexischool online tuckshop ordering system and the rst P&F
mee ng. It is exci ng to see the enthusiasm emana ng from our newly elected P&F Execu ve Commi ee and
parent, class representa ves. 2021 is well on its way to being a connec ve year lled with curiosity and the
wonderment of what we can achieve working together, for the good of all.
We keep moving forward, opening new doors, and doing new things, because we're curious and curiosity keeps leading us down new paths.
Walt Disney

School Tour
A number of interested families braved the wet weather last
Tuesday to par cipate in our Term 1, School Tour. Our visitors were
impressed with the enthusias c engagement of students in their
learning spaces and the beau ful environment, which serves as our
third teacher.

Maleny Show
The annual Maleny Show [28th & 29th May] will be our rst whole
school fundraiser for 2021. Our famous food stall — The River Café
will be set up under a marquee on the rst oval. During the holidays I will put out a call for parents to assist in
sta ng the stall. This is an excellent way to work o some of your energy contribu on while enjoying being part of
a great team. Please keep an eye out for the rostered posi ons or contact me via email expressing your interest.
Our River Café fundraisers are always an enjoyable, connec ve experience.

Next Parent Forums
In Term 2 we are planning two Parent Forums. The rst topic will be Rela onships and Sexuality Educa on
facilitated by Jo Stewart.
Jo is a re red community member who worked for over 20 years employed by True Rela onships and Reproduc ve
Health – formerly Family Planning. Jo will co-facilitate a Forum to discuss how parents and schools can work in
partnership regarding Rela onships and Sexuality educa on. Jo will assist us to address tricky ques ons about
rela onships, sexuality, body image and personal safety with our children.
The Forum will be held in the School Hall Wednesday May 5 from 9am to 11 am.
Use the following link to book your place.
h ps://events.humani x.com/parent-forum-rela onships-and-sexuality-educa on
Then in Week 8 of Term 2 Sue A rill will be facilita ng a Parent Forum on Restora ve approaches at home and
school. This forum is intended to follow on from Leeann Horrill’s Term 1 Forum and will be a prac cal and
interac ve session. We will send out booking details for this early in Term 2.
Wishing everyone a safe and happy holiday.
Ann Donogho

(Principal)
Sue A

(Deputy Principal)
The River School — Connec on through Community
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Date Claimers
Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Holidays 5 April

6 April

7 April

8 April

9 April

Holidays 12 April

13 April

14 April

15 April

16 April

Term 2
Week 1

19 April
PUPIL FREE DAY

20 April

21 April

22 April

23 April

Week 2

26 April
ANZAC DAY
HOLIDAY

27 April

28 April

29 April

30 April

Week 3

3 May
LABOUR DAY

4 May
Red Cedar Camp

5 May
Red Cedar Camp

6 May
Red Cedar Camp

7 May
Red Cedar Camp

Week 4

10 May

11 May

12 May

13 May

14 May
Kids in Action ~
Red Cedars

Week 5

17 May

18 May

19 May

20 May

21 May

Week 6

24 May

25 May

26 May
National Sorry Day

27 May

28 May
MALENY SHOW
DAY

Week 7

31 May
Reconciliation Day

1 June

2 June

3 June
Mabo Day

4 June

Week 8

7 June

8 June
World Ocean’s Day

9 June

10 June

11 June

Week 9

14 June

15 June

16 June

17 June

18 June

Week 10

21 June
International Day of
Yoga

22 June

23 June

24 June

25 June

HOLIDAYS

28 June

29 June

30 June

1 July

2 July

HOLIDAYS

5 July
NAIDOC Week

6 July
NAIDOC Week

7 July
NAIDOC Week

8 July
NAIDOC Week

9 July
NAIDOC Week

Term 3
Week 1

12 July
PUPIL FREE DAY

13 July

14 July

15 July

16 July

School Vision

The River School is a world leader in Neohumanist Education contributing to a future of
compassion, joy, justice and universalism.
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Upcoming Events

h ps://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/7th-annualaustralasian-bat-night-maleny- ckets-142187774461

LINK:

LINK:

http://

barunglandcare.org.au/
event-4241881

The River Cafe will also be returning to the Maleny
Show and we will be looking for Parents to help us
out. This is a great Energy Contribution opportunity
for families and a great way to meet other parents.

Community Tree Plant
Saturday 24th April from 9am
Parklands Drive, Maleny Precinct—Barung’s new home
Plant a tree for Barung’s
new native plant forest.
Bring your children so
they can plant a tree and
watch it grow.

Two of the Red Cedar students will be making a
presentation at the ANZAC Day service held at the
Maleny Hospital 9:45am Sunday 25th April.
This is followed by the of cial March.
If you would like to join the March, please meet our
Principal Ann, at
Cooke Park at
10:15am in your
River School shirt,
neat attire and shoes.

BYO picnic
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RedPillies or LillyCedars
(Years 6 & 1)

Kerrie and her Red Cedars joined with the Lillypilly class over 3 Fridays to create an amazing
learning space and newly named class. This opportunity saw the Red Cedars step into a mentor
role and the Lillypillies create new bonds with the older students. Some lessons were set up as
individual learning while some lessons were shared.
We want to thank all involved in bringing such joy and enthusiasm to this different class model
for the end of Term 1.
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Piccabeens (Yr 3)
Term 1 in Piccabeens has been full of surprises and interesting
facts as our Inquiry centered around this evocative statement:
“Nothing Changes if Nothing Changes.”
English and HASS:
Piccabeens have been studying the lives of signi cant
people who inspire them and making ip book
biographies.

The Learning Pit:
Learning about new things means we go
into the pit. It’s confusing and we might
want to give up when we nd ourselves at
the bottom. Adding “yet” to the end of our
sentences (I can’t…yet) has become a way
we talk about learning in the Piccabeen
class.

Science:
We have been subjecting different
things to heat and cold to see how
they change.

Beloved Creek time:
exploring, learning, pretending,
making, nding.

Maths:
Sorting out the multiples of the 2,
3, 5 and 10 times tables. They love
improving their number fact skills!
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Kingfishers
(year 2)
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Puggles
(year Prep)
Elizabeth’s parents, Jesse and
Mathew, have built a Friendship
chair for the Puggle class.
This beautiful creation will be
placed in the garden and create
a space for connection of all
class mates.

Friendship chair
The Puggles visited each class
last week to serenade everyone
with the song Racheal San
taught them in Japanese this
term.

ちょうちょう
Chou Chou - Butterfly
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BreastScreen Queensland is the only na onally
accredited breast cancer screening service in the
State. Appointments are one-to-one with a
female health professional and with state-ofthe-art equipment, and they take only 30
minutes.

Term 2 Parent Forum.

RELATIONSHIPS AND
SEXUALITY EDUCATION
Parent Forum
At the end of 2020 we conducted a survey of
topics for Parent Forums for 2021. The topic of

WHY?

Relationships and Sexuality education was one
that parents indicated they would like to engage
with. Parent feedback to us was that they would
benefit from the opportunity to gain support to
talk about tricky questions about relationships,
sexuality, body image and personal safety with
their children.
We have invited Jo Stewart to co-facilitate a Parent

to encourage discussion about how parents
WHAT Forum
and schools can work in partnership regarding
WE
Relationships and Sexuality education. We will
OFFER? show a 30 minute webinar from the True website
followed by a facilitated discussion.

WHO?

WHEN
WHERE

Jo is a retired community member who worked for
over 20 years employed by True Relationships and
Reproductive Health - formerly Family Planning - as
a sexuality educator in schools. Jo also trained staff
and parents in community and government
agencies and was a member of the Sunshine Coast
Child Protection Week Committee for 10 years.

Wednesday May 5
9am-11am
The River School Hall

ti

BOOKING LINK https://events.humanitix.com/parent-forumrelationships-and-sexuality-education

Preparing for Term 2 by
registering for Flexischools!
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School Mission Statement
Our Mission is to:
Nurture each child’s highest physical, mental, emotional, social and
spiritual potential.
Encourage a deep Neohumanist understanding of the
interconnectedness of all things, embracing humanity, animals, plants
and the entire universe.
Model love and cooperation throughout the school so that children
develop a compassionate heart with a clear moral compass and the
skills and confidence to put their love into action.
Create a supportive learning community encouraging diversity, unity
and service to all.
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