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Newsletter
As the final days of the school year draw to a close we find ourselves reflecting on the year that
has been. This year has been unlike any other, yet our students and school community have
demonstrated such remarkable resilience in the wake of such sudden change. It is times like
these that I am reminded of just how uniquely special our community really is.
I would like to take this opportunity to acknowledge the extraordinary commitment made by all
the staff who have gone above and beyond this year to ensure our school continued to flourish
by providing an outstanding Neohumanist education to all our students, even during our offsite
learning. Your contributions to our community and dedication to our Neohumanist philosophy
is truly remarkable.
To all our Year 6 students and their families, we wish you an abundance of joy and love on your
onward journey. To those year 6 families that will be leaving us, your ongoing contributions and
great presence in our school will be deeply missed. Thank you for entrusting us with your
children.
I would also like to express my deepest gratitude and love to our school community. During my
years in the role of Deputy Principal I have had the pleasure of working closely with many of
you. Having the opportunity to work across the whole school, supporting students and families
in all year levels, whilst forging strong relationships with the staff and wider school community
has been a real highlight for me. This role of leadership has been an extreme honour and
privilege to hold and I thank each and every one of you for your ongoing love and support
during my time as Deputy Principal.
Whilst I am filled with mixed emotions on these last few days of my Deputy Principal role, I know
going forward my decision to return to the classroom is a true calling deep within my soul and
one that needs to be followed. I will truly miss being able to work so closely with so many of
you, however my love and support will continue to be with you from the realms of the Lillypilly
classroom.
To the most dedicated, passionate and hardworking person I know, Anne Donoghoe, I want to
take this opportunity to thank you for all you do for our
beautiful school. Your passion is contagious and you
truly model the schools service ethos as you
continually give so much to our school community.
Thank you for the most profound life changing
experience of having the extreme honour of working
alongside you. We are blessed to have you as our
Principal.
I wish each and every one of you a safe and joy filled
holiday. May you be blessed with an abundance of
special moments with your loved ones.
Kristy O’Neill
Deputy Principal
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2020 Principal Reflections
Welcome to the December, end of year edition of our newsletter. 2020, our Year of Opportunity, has
been unrivaled in its challenges and one that has given us pause to explore what is truly important.
Before taking a well-deserved break we would like to acknowledge our wonderful River School
community who have been patient and supportive of the many regulations we had to put in place,
as we navigated the unchartered territory of 2020. In many ways the challenges of this year will
assist us as we move forward into 2021 — our Year of Curiosity.
We have listened to your feedback via parent surveys and direct communication and as a result will
roll out a number of exciting new ventures in 2021. These include: a new literacy program (Initial
Lit) for Prep to Year 2; a new teaching/ learning, planning template incorporating a transdisciplinary
approach (thank you Suzy Barry for your invaluable expertise and time); an explicit technology
curriculum starting with Yr. 5 & 6 students; the hosting of parent information sessions twice a
semester based on topics you selected and prioritised; a revamped science curriculum and a
return to Morning Circle in the hall. In 2021, Alieta will take on the added responsibility of curriulum
designer and Mark Hamlett, design and technology. To deepen our delivery of teaching we are also
in the process of writing a Neohumanist Pedogogical framework as well as providing greater
emphasis on feedback to students around learning. We are also undergoing a re-examination of our
behaviour support practices, to assess equity and affectiveness.
“Year’s end is neither an end nor a beginning but a going on, with all the wisdom that experience can instil in us.”
― Hal Borland

Thank you Kristy — For the last three years I have worked alongside this
wonderful, loving and talented woman — Kristy O’Neill. She has been
supportive, innovative and the best Deputy one could possibly ask for. It is
with sadness I farewell her from the Deputy position and at the same time
wish her great joy as she moves into the Senior Teacher role with our Year 1
(Lillypillies) students in 2021. I know this was not an easy choice for Kristy
to make, however (as it seemed to be the case in 2020), Kristy felt her love
of teaching and guiding young people to discover their purpose and
potential, tug at her heart. I know she will be a real asset to our teaching
team, and I am truly grateful she will continue to share her abundance of
love and expertise within our community. Kristy, thank you from the core of
my being for standing strong in your values and sharing your wisdom since
2017 as we led this magnificent school together, as a team. I could not have done this without you
— thank you.

Farewell to our 2020 Red Cedar Team
Next Thursday we farewell our 2020 Red Cedar
team. This group of caring young people, under
the guidance of their teachers Kerrie & Alieta,
have risen to the challenge of being River School
leaders. Some began their journey at Prep (or
earlier through our ECC), while others became
part of the team throughout the seven years of
Primary schooling. We are so proud of them and
wish them all the very best as they move confidently into the next stage of their life journey.
Have a safe and happy holiday ☺
I look forward to coming together again as a community of learning with love in 2021.
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Week
10

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Weekend

7th December

8th December

9th December

10th December

11th December

$2 Deal Tuesday

RED CEDAR
CLAP OUT

CLEAN UP
DAY
NO BUSES

Summer
Holidays

PUPIL FREE DAY

RED CEDAR
GRAD Dinner
Summer
Holdiays

Week 1
2021

January 25

January 26

January 27

PUPIL FREE DAY

PUPLIC HOIDAY
Australia Day

First day of
Term!

January 28

January 29

School Vision

The River School is a world leader in Neohumanist Education contributing to a future of
compassion, joy, justice and universalism.

End of Year Gifts
needed?
Look no further!
For the special price of only $20
each you can purchase and gift
River School Keep cups to your
loved ones. They are great for the
environment, cheaper than
any other
Keepcup
and
supports
the
school.
Stop in
anytime to
purchase
yours.
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Red Cedar
students at
High School
transitions.
Big
adventures
await our
biggest
students in
2021.
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From
Regents to
Red Cedars.
The senior
leaders in
2021 will be
taught by
both Trudi
& Kerrie.

Our Pademelons are flying the
coop (& fenced yard) to become
our Kingfishers in 2021.
Our in coming Puggles
have enjoyed 4
transition mornings
with Paula. Making
connections and
threading the
beginning of the school
journey together.
From Kingfishers to Piccabeens.
a transition and growth as
tall as the palms.

Annie and her in coming Regents
enjoyed some team building games.

From Puggles to Lillypillies.
a return to the original Year 1 name &
return to the classroom for Kristy.

4

The River School ~ Neohumanist Education for Life

i

2020 Class Music performances

Marimbas beating, guitars
strumming and drums tata-tatting
were some of
the sounds heard from the
music room over week 9 as the classes gathered and
payed their end of year songs.

Dear parents and friends
We made it through another year and what a crazy, mixed up year it has been. We began the year like
any other, Puggles excited to begin their River School journey, Red Cedars buzzing to be our school
leaders.
The year’s one and only café night now seems so long ago. We missed out on so much in 2020; no café
nights, no Spring Fair, a lot less connection for parents in classrooms. We faced challenges of online
learning together, navigating a new online portal together, and struggled through working from home
and being home school teacher aides together. What a ride that was!
With limited opportunities to connect in
person this year, the P&F Committee didn’t
get much chance to connect with our
wonderful community of parents. But we
hope that 2021 will be much bigger and
better for the P&F. We continue to work
closely with Ann and our new Deputy
Principal Sue and have some exciting plans
for next year.
On behalf of the P&F Committee we wish
all of our families a safe and happy holiday
period and look forward to seeing you all
again in term 1.
David Knobel
President

Drive In Movie Proceeds
A huge thank you to Cecilie for instigating the Drive In Fundraising evening, with
out her drive and dedication the event would not have been the success it was.
Thank you to the families who assisted on the evening, with set up and service. To
the Red cedar students who sold food on the evening and to the families who
attended and enjoyed this wonderful event we thank you.
Funds raised were shared among the following
groups;

* The River School: $1 500.00 wich will go
towads Upper Primary Learning Resouces

* Maleny Independent school: $450.00 for new
development and expansion

* Bloomhill Cancer Care: $550.00 which went
towards their Wellness Centre in Budrim

* Ananda Marga Services: $600.00 This will
be divided between the Neohumaist children’s

home and pre-school in Romania and to Ananda

Marga women’s college at Ananda Nagar in India.

It will be used for to help build the college including

a model school for the local children. This is a very
poor area of India, so quite important. fyi:

https://amurtel.ro/en/familia-amurtel-centru-deplasament-in-panatau-judetul-buzau/

https://umanivas.weebly.com/model-school.html
Additional costs were financed by the sponsors, and we would like to thank them; Doonan Dental, The

Source Bulk Foods, Heartspace Performing Arts, Dot & Birdie, Ceremonial Embodyment and IGA - all
local businesses aligned with our values.

Connor has been
coming in on
Mondays and
teaching the
classes new and
additional ball
skills.

Some of the skills
learnt have
included; Austag,
AFL, dribbling with
your feet, capture
the flag & cricket.

From our
youngest
students in
Puggles to our
oldest in Red
Cedars, they all
want to say a
huge THANK
YOU to Connor!!!

Every day, every dollar spent a IGA helps local community groups.

Since the Outridge's implemented the
Community Benefit Chest (CBC) in 2006
The River school has benefited greatly.
Through this scheme and the generosity
of IGA, and the families who have
nominated The River School we have
received an amazing total of $76 000.
We would like to thank both Rob, Sam
and their IGA team along with our
families for making this possibly -

THANK YOU!!!

If you have not yet nominated or
would like to change your CBC
preference to The River School.
Please fill in the form and take to the
IGA Kiosk.

Are you a part of the IGA Community Benefit Club yet?
If not (or if you are and want to update your preference) here is the form to
complete and lodge at the front counter.
The CBC donates a percentage of your shopping total to your nominated Group.
The school would appreciate your help in being a part of this program.
For more info: https://www.malenyiga.com.au/community-benefits

2021 Stationary Supplies
Dated:10/11/2020

EVERY
STUDENT

Class names
Red Cedars
Year 6

Class names
Regents
Year 4 & 5

1 x School backpack – large enough to fit everything
1 x water bottle ~ named
1 x Lunchbox ~ named
1 x box of tissues
1 x ream of A4 paper
1 x Creek Bag, towel and creek swimmers ~ all items named

Class SUPPLIES LIST

These items kept in the classrooms.

1 x large pencil case
10 x HB pencils
1 x blue biro
1 x red biro
1 x eraser
1 x pencil sharpener
1 x wooden cm ruler
1 x set of coloured pencils
1 x set of felt pens
2 x highlighters (different colours)
2 x glue sticks (21g)
1 x fine tip black marker (0.4mm)
1 x scissors (small)
1 x USB stick (16 GB)
1 x A4 120pg visual diary

Class SUPPLIES LIST

ART SUPPLIES LIST

These items kept in the Art Shed with Alieta.

1 x A4 Visual Art Journal
1 x Pack of felt pens
1 x Pack of coloured pencils
1 x black sharpie marker
1 x black fine line marker

ART SUPPLIES LIST

These items kept in the classrooms.

These items kept in the Art Shed with Alieta.

1 x Large pencil case
10 x HB pencils
2 x blue pen
2 x fine black pen
3 x erasers
1 x 30cm ruler
1 x metal sharpener
3 x highlighters (different colours)
3 x glue stick (21g)
1 x pack of long coloured pencils
1 x pack of textas
1 x large home communication folder/large pencil case
1 x USB stick (16 GB)

1 x A4 Visual Art Journal
1 x Pack of felt pens
1 x Pack of coloured pencils
1 x black sharpie marker
1 x black fine line marker

Class names
Piccabeens
Year 3

Class names
Kingfishers
Year 2

Class names
Lillipillies
Year 1
Please note:
All stationary
will be
communal in
Year 1. All
items will be
collected and
distributed as
required in
class caddies.
There is NO
need to label or
name any items
(apart from
USB)

Puggles
Year Prep

Class SUPPLIES LIST

ART SUPPLIES LIST

These items kept in the classrooms.

These items kept in the Art Shed with Alieta.

1 x large pencil case (to fit everything inside)
1 x USB stick (16 GB) with attached name tag (not stickers)
1 x box of HB pencils (10 in a box) Teacher will hold onto &
distribute when needed.
1 x blue biro
2 x Staedtler eraser
1 x enclosed pencil sharpener
1 x 30 cm wooden ruler
1 x pack of coloured pencil
1 x pack of textas – just basic colours
1 x pack of oil pastels
1 x yellow highlighter
3 x 21g Glue sticks
1 x pair of scissors
1 x black fine artline pen
1 x black Sharpie marker – thick
1 x A4 120 page Visual Diary (thick pages 110gsm)
1 x A4 plastic envelope folder
1 x Micador paint – Water colour palate

1 x A4 Visual Art Journal
1 x Pack of felt pens
1 x Pack of coloured pencils

Class SUPPLIES LIST

ART SUPPLIES LIST

These items kept in the classrooms.

These items kept in the Art Shed with Alieta.

1 x large pencil case
1 x box (20) HB pencils
4 x Staedtler erasers
1 x metal sharpener
1 x wooden cm ruler
1 x packet of 4 whiteboard markers
2 x highlighter pens (different colours)
2 x felt tip black fine line markers
2 x packets of coloured pencils (Staedtler – 12 to a pack)
1 x pack of textas
2 x glue sticks (21g each)
1 x USB stick (16 GB)
1 x A4 Visual Arts Diary
1 x Micador paint - Water colour palette

1 x Blank scrapbook
1 x Pack of felt pens
1 x Pack of coloured pencils

Class SUPPLIES LIST

ART SUPPLIES LIST

These items kept in the classrooms.

These items kept in the Art Shed with Alieta.

1 x pack Coloured Pencils Triangular/Thick/Jumbo Grip
10 x Lead Pencils – Jumbo Grip HB
2 x Erasers
1 x Scissors (consider left handedness)
1 x Jumbo Chalk
1 x A3 Visual Art Diary 110 gsm paper
2 x glue sticks
1 x packet twistable crayons
1 x packet textas
3 x whiteboard markers (red, blue, black)
2 x highlighters (different colours)
1 x USB stick (16GB) – to save all of your child’s photos J please
ensure the USB is named.

1 x Blank scrapbook
1 x Size 12 paintbrush (flat bristle)
1 x Pack of felt pens
1 x Pack of coloured pencils

1 x Blank scrapbook
1 x Size 12 paintbrush (flat bristle)
1 x Pack of felt pens
1 x Pack of coloured pencils

LIONS CLUB OF MALENY BLACKALL RANGE INC.
YOUTH ENVIRONMENTAL PHOTOGRAPHIC
COMPETITION
This is the first year of the annual Maleny Blackall
Range Lions Club Youth Environmental Photographic
competition, and we’re inviting all students from
your school to participate. Photos taken by phone
and camera are both acceptable and it will be held
entirely online.
The two age groups – up to 12 and 13-17 years of
age at 1st February 2021 have the same theme,
“Make it Splash”. There are no restrictions on the
number of entries from each entrant and they
can be black and white, colour, sepia, etc, but not
enhanced in any way by computer programmes.
We’re starting it now so entrants have the
Christmas holidays to snap away during our
rainy/storm season and closing date is 1st
February 2021. Send entries to mbrphotos@lionsq3.org.au
and they will be judged by our local photographer Marsha Lindenthal.
So we encourage your students to “Make it
Splash”. Go out chasing puddles and get
creative!
Puddles hold a whole world of
possibilities for unique shots. $50 Maleny Gifts
Cards are the prizes in each section. A slide
show of photos will be given to each school on
a USB stick for display after the competition.
If a person is identifiable in your photo,
permission must be sought before taking it and a
parent’s name and email address must be
obtained so we can seek written permission from
them prior to publishing the photos.
Any enquiries can be directed through the email
mbrphotos@lionsq3.org.au

LIONS CLUB OF MALENY BLACKALL RANGE INC.

YOUTH ENVIRONMENTAL PHOTOGRAPHIC COMPETITION
ENTRY FORM
Parental permission to enter is required as all entrants are under 18.
..................................
Surname of Entrant (you)

.................................. M/F
Given or Preferred Name

........................................................................................
Address
................................
Parent/Guardian’s phone number
..................................
Parent/Guardian’s Name
..................................
Your School

..............................................
Parent/Guardian’s email address
.....................................
Parent/Guardian’s Signature
.......
Your Grade

Name of identifiable person/people in your photos . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Email address of parent if person is under 18 (even if your brother, sister or BFF)
........................................................................................

MALENY STATE SCHOOL P&C
proudly presents our

2020 ONLINE CHRISTMAS RAFFLE
Tickets Only: $5

Raffle Closes: 23/12/2020
Winners Drawn on 24/12/2020
CLICK ON THE CHRISTMAS BAUBLES BELOW TO ENTER!!

4 CHANCES TO WIN A 1ST PRIZE WORTH OVER $4,000!!

Attention All Educators &
Parents
Get ready to involve our kids as
Citizen Scientists for the frogs
of the Mary River and
surrounding river catchments.
Everyone can contribute to the
collective understanding and
protection of our beloved native
frogs.
Find out how at
mrccc.org.au/frog-in-February
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School Mission Statement
Our Mission is to:
Nurture each child’s highest physical, mental, emotional, social and
spiritual potential.
Encourage a deep Neohumanist understanding of the
interconnectedness of all things, embracing humanity, animals, plants
and the entire universe.
Model love and cooperation throughout the school so that children
develop a compassionate heart with a clear moral compass and the
skills and confidence to put their love into action.
Create a supportive learning community encouraging diversity, unity
and service to all.
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